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Eventhoush €hristopher Columbus discovered America in 1492, it wssn't
until the early 1600's that young, adventurous Furopeans travelled to
America to establish new homes. The first colonists from England,

Netherlands, and other European countries settled along the Ezst coast
_from Massachusetts to the Virginias,

* The German adventurers had to clear land farther west in what is now
considered the Midwest -- Pernnsylvania, Ohio and Indiana. They came in
small groups from the same area in Germany, cleared the land, built crude
homes and churches and raised their families. Comrmodities from Germany
were scarce, and they had tojlearn many skills in order to survive. Also,
they eyed the soft moccasins which the Indians wore, and they begen to
fashion some of their shoes accordingly.

When Ludwig Koldewei, son of Ludwig Koldewei I, came to America from
his home at Hanover, Germany, he embarked at Bremgn and arrived in New
York on November 28, 1856, He became a naturalized citizen of the United
States in the Adams County, Indiana circuit court on October 8, 1858, and
had to swear that he was no longer subservient to Ernst August, King of
Honover andpromise his allegiance te the United States of America. He
bought an 80-acre farm in Union Township, Adams County, Ind., from James
Stevens, which stayed in the Koldewey name until 1961, when Clara Koldewey
sold it to Arnold Thieme. James Stevens had been given and granted this
80-acre parcel by President Jmes Polk on May 19, 1848,

Ludwig Koldewei added another 40-acre parcel of land and farmed this as
one unit. I remember that we always referred to this tract as the "other
place”. Ludwig and his bride, the former Sophie Thieman, raised their 10
children on *this farm in their log cabin. The logs were later covered
with wood boards. Then when son Louis was married, he raised the four of

‘us on this farm: Nora, Reinhold, (me) Mildred and Lewis,

All the little communities of Germans adhered to their resrvective low-
German dialects which had been spoken in their community in Germany. The
dizlects in the different communities were all a little different, and
one could eazsily identify the speaker's community from his dialect. All
church services were conducted in the proper high German. I was confirmed
in German at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in 1930. The church was built
in 1891. Now, in 1992, they no longer have German services, although not
many years ago, they still had German services (in addition to the English
service) one Sunday a month, '

Wher the colonists settled, they had to be very independent for there
were no stores, no newspapers. Ludwig Koldewel made a cobbler's bench on
which he added an awl and various sizes§ of lasts, so that he could repair
the family's shoes. He also made a 4% foot tall shée repair stand, so
that he could repair different size shoes while he was standing. I use
both the cobbler's bench (which we use in our living room) and the stand-
ing repair tool when I give my "01ld Shoe Talk" to different groups and
show old shoes for men, women and children which we collected during our
27 years in the shoe business.

There were itinerant cobblers who came occasionally to repair shoes,
cut hair, pull teeth and whatever odd Jjobs needed to be done. They were
always welccme, because they could relay the news aud gossip from their
previous communities. : . '
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By this time the "Koldewel" had been changed to "Koldewey" and the
family statistics are as follows:

K.H, Ludwig Koldewey 1835-1905
Wife: Sophia Louisa Margaretha Thieman Koldewey 1841-1914
Children:

Fred 1862-1937 (Wife - Amelia)

Emma (Mrs. Fred Kruackeberg) 1863-

Iouise 1866-1887

Caroline 1868-

William 1870- (Wife Anna)

Sophia 1872- (Mrs. Fred Grote)

Mathilda 1878-1953

“Mary 1881-1910 (lirs. Gustav Reinking)

Louis 1886-1955 (Wife Clara Hoffman)
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Life centered around the Lutheran communities. “A; German tradition that
prevailed into the 1940's was the New Year's eve "New Year's shoo%ing",
whereby the young men from our church went on foot to the homes_of the
single maidens in the church and repeated a long, German, memorized sveech
including wishes of good health and romance. Then they would give a gun
salute and enter the home of their host for cookies and wine. It was a
good thing that they walked from house to house all night, or they would
have gotten extremely drunk. Reinhold only went with them once.

Two prominent men by the name of Koldewey are found in the Amerfcan
college.history books., The following is quoted in the "New Century Encu-
clopedia of Names":

> "Koldewey - Karl Christian born an Buchen (heim), Hanover, Germany,
Hanover, Germany, October 26, 1837, Died at Hamburg, Germany, May 18,
1908. German Arctic explorer. He undertook in 1868 the first polar
expedition to Spitzbergen and an expedition (1869-70) to eastern
Greenland, where he discovere d the large Franz Yosef Fjord."

"Koldewey - Robert, born at Blanburg, Germany, September 10, 1855,
Died at Berlin February 4, 1925. German archeologist. In 1899 he
diredted the German excavation at Babylon. Author of 'Investigation at
Asso0s'(1902-21) with others and 'Die Tempel in Babylon'."

Pamela Grapner has visited the Pergamon Museum several times and has
seen Karl's photograph. Also in 1291 Pam and I visited the museum and
took pictures of the Ishtar Gate which Robert Koldewey excavated in
Babylon. The Ishtar Gate of Babylon is today the main attraction of
the Pergamon Museum. The excavation, which toock place by the Euphrates
River in Iraq was headed by Robert Koldewey from March 26, 1899, to
spring of 1917,
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Lewis W. Koldewey was born on the farm homestead near Decatur, Indizan=z,
on November 18, 1921. He attended the parochial elementary school by the
— Immanuel Lutheran Church, as we other three children had, and graduated
from Decatur High School in 1940, where he was editor of the high school
vear book with a major in Journallsm and a star catcher for the high
‘school baseball team. This athletic distinction gave him a one-year
scholarship to Indiana Central College in 1941, After his year at
college, he worked in Decatur at a secrvice station in order to save
enough money to continue college. However, he foresaw the immihence of
World War TI, so he registered for Service and entered the army on July
1, 1942, He was on officer in the field arbillery in 18943: he took
pilot training and hecame an observation pilot; he was the writer for
the camp military and playe? baseball and football for the army. He
suffered from battalion ears and was given a medical discharge from
the army with the rank of lieutenant.

Lewis enrolled at Valraraiso University ne~r Chicago and again diqtlng—
vished himself with his athletic prowess. He was president of his senior
class, as well as president of his fraternity. He graduated with a Juris
doctor of law degree.

While at Valparaiso, Lewis was very much attracted to a little fresh-
man girl, Lois Sauter of Portland, Oregon. ZLois was born Julv 28, 1926,
and they were married on September 7, 1942, and moved to Chicago, where
Lew worked for an’'insurance company. On November 13, 1948, he was accept-
ed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation under J.Edgar Hoover in TChicago,
and then lived in Washington, DC. During World War II, his German Pback-
ground served him well, and he was assigned to 1nterrogate German prison-
—~ers in the German language for the FBI. Also, for the FBI in Los Angeles
ne interviewed German irmigrants for espionage. ;

Four children were added to this .unions
Michelle, born Aurvust 27, 1949, lives in Walnut Creek, Cal. vart-
time student ,
Son: Sasha born. August 6, 1975. In 1992 attends high school,
shoe salesman and model
Lynn, born November 13, 1951, lives in Walnut Creek; works for
Senior Citizens
Joanie Michaelson, born March 16, 1956, lives in Walnut Creek,
transcribes medical records for local hospital, married to
Rodney Michaelson
Children: Jessica, born September 18, 1975, H.S. student
Naomi, bgrn September 22, 1981 elementary student
Jill, born January 4, 1959 computer whlz. worked for John Hancock
Insurance company untll receQ81on in 1991. Going to school part-
time and working part-time in Eoston )

Lewis was assigned to the Phoenix, Arizona, office, and on April 12,
1950, he was the senior agent for FBI Los Angeles for 14 yesrs for San
Bernerdinc County., Durihg .this time.they lived in Arcadia and San Bernar-
dino. Their last move was in June, 1972, when Lew was transferred to
the San Francisco office, and they made their home across the bay in
Walnut Creek. He worked in the San Francisco until 1978, when President
leon made it mandatory for all FBI agents over455 to retire.

A born story teller, Lew dellghts his. audlences with the harrowing
details of his exciting exveriences. ' :

- .Following .his forced retirement at such a young age, Lew did wvarious



__asked Lew to assume various hats while working as an inv

.
Page 2 (Lewis Koldewey Continued) i

jo?s, including sellins solid brass adornments for a hardwage company
which purchased supnlies from Germany. In 1981 the Federal Government

estigative con-

sultant for the U.S. Air Force and the Department of Defense, a position

- whith he still assumes to a small extent. From 1988 through 1991 Lew

also did work for the nuclear regulatory commission,

At this time, in the spring of 1992, Lew and Lois Still live in their
Walnut Creek home at at 235 Vallecito Lane. Lois enjoys walking, an

exercise which Lew deces not indulge in because of a total hip replace-
ment, but they both enjoy their swimming pool
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